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Editor’s note:
The one about transparency
Eric Long | editor-in-chief
Universities are breeding grounds for scandals, controversies and fraud. We’ve seen it happen so many times on campuses across 
this country. So what about our own? The Easterner hears about stuff 
all of the time: departments upset at administration, students upset at 
departments, something sketchy is happening here or there.
Personally, it starts to wear me out and it’s a little disheartening. 
Students want to think the universities they attend have the best 
intentions for students, but that’s not always the case. Through the 
media these controversies can be uncovered and reported upon, but 
the ultimate goal should be that these things never happen in the first 
place. Transparency is very powerful. 
If universities were more transparent with their processes and pol-
icies and how they allocate funding, questions wouldn’t be raised and 
students and faculty could raise their concerns before administration 
does something the rest of the university doesn’t like.
But this is not a perfect world and this is where, at EWU, The 
Easterner comes in. Students and faculty who are concerned with 
something going on at this university need only to email or call us and 
we will do our best to investigate.
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In the spring of 2014, a group of students called the “Science Alliance” rallied support among students and faculty for the 
construction of new science buildings to replace 
the half-century-old science facility. 
Since then, Director of Government 
Relations in the president’s office David Buri 
has been negotiating with the Washington 
state legislature for the funding necessary 
to complete two science buildings: Science I, 
which will house the chemistry, biochemistry 
and physics departments, and Science II, 
which will primarily serve the biology and 
health sciences departments. Both buildings 
are intended to provide additional teaching 
and research laboratory facilities to Eastern’s 
burgeoning science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics students (STEM).
However, some faculty members from the 
College of Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics (CSTEM) are unhappy with 
the progress of building planning and worry 
the design of the new science buildings is not 
optimized for their programs.
At the forefront of faculty concerns includes the 
incorporation of “interdisciplinary science labs.” 
Associate Vice President of Facilities Shawn King 
said the labs would be designed by a consultant 
who specializes in science facilities.
Several CSTEM faculty members expressed 
concern about the specific equipment needed for 
each kind of lab, such as physics and engineering. 
Washington state, however, has not granted 
Eastern enough money to build more than two 
buildings and interdisciplinary labs will be neces-
sary to accommodate all the CSTEM disciplines 
within the established building projects being 
negotiated by Buri.
The needs of the science department are 
determined by the Washington State Office of 
Financial Management (OFM), which audits 
financial requests made by public universities 
according to a scoring system. Projects that score 
high are granted more funding.
The scoring process incorporates space utili-
zation audits conducted by Eastern’s Registrar’s 
Office. Space utilization refers to the average 
of how many hours students spend using the 
CSTEM faculty unhappy with 
proposed lab classrooms
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By Jaclyn Archer and Kalli Wolf | For the Easterner
The current science building and one of the labs | Photos contributed by ewu.edu
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News
Spokane County election results
Ben Stuckart City of Spokane Council President
Mary Dye 9th Legislative District State Representative 1
David Condon Mayor of Spokane
71.52 percent of 
voters repealed 
Advisory Note No. 
13 








70.89 percent of 
voters declined 
City of Spokane 
Prop 2




59.28 percent of 
voters passed the 
City of Cheney Prop 
1 Public Safety and 
Capital Levy








64.08 percent of 
voters voted 
declined City of 
Spokane Prop 1
66.16 percent of 
voters voted 
declined City of 
Spokane Prop 3
Yes No
Spokane County held general elections on Nov. 3. Out of 286,245 registered voters in the county, 120,150 people cast their ballots; 
the overall voter turnout resulted in 41.97 per-
cent of the registered population. According to 
Carlos Hernandez, who works for ASEWU under 
Legislative Affairs, 265 students registered to vote 
through EWU this year. In order to promote civic 
involvement, Hernandez said a civics week is being 
planned by ASEWU for the spring to encourage 
registered voters to participate in future elections. 
The recent elections focused primarily on prop-
ositions, advisory notes and the election of various 
city council members and school district directors. 
Many of the city council members ran unopposed 
for their positions, resulting in an automatic win.
classrooms and labs on Eastern’s 
campus, or “contact hours.” The 
required minimum contact hours 
according to a 2015 “Availability 
of Space” summary are 22 contact 
hours per classroom, and 16 
contact hours per lab. But accord-
ing to an August 2014 “Availability 
of Space” report in the Science I 
Design/Build Request, Eastern’s 
projected utilization hours for this 
fall were 15.8 per classroom seat 
and 7.5 per lab, well below the 22 
and 16-hour minimums.
According to Associate 
Vice President of Facilities and 
Planning Shawn King, CSTEM 
is losing scoring points because 
the registrar’s office determined 
that classroom and lab space 
were not highly utilized. 
Another deduction in scoring 
points was due to the amount of 
classrooms EWU has as a whole. 
According to King, if EWU had a 
2 percent growth rate in admissions 
for 20 years, it would just break even 
with the students-to-classroom ratio. 
Even though the school is growing, 
contact hours have dropped, accord-
ing to the registrar’s office.
As a result, the science 
building projects were scored lower 
by the OFM and less money was 
granted by the state.
However, several professors feel 
these numbers do not adequately 
reflect the use of classroom and 
lab space. Some CSTEM faculty 
pointed out that while the regis-
trar’s office may sign up a certain 
number of students for a class, 
inadequate class resources force 
professors to split labs in half, thus 
creating two small classes where 
the registrar’s office only recognizes 
one. As a result, these splits are not 
recognized in the utilization audits. 
Lack of adequate lab and class-
room space, along with sub-par 
facilities have driven the cam-
paign for new science buildings. 
However, the process by which 
these buildings are funded and 
designed represents only a portion 
of CSTEM faculty concerns for the 
greater health of the college. 
Associate Professor of 
Environmental Science Rebecca 
Brown, along with several of her 
colleagues expressed concern 
about receiving a double message 
from Eastern’s administration; 
encouraging CSTEM to grow, while 
simultaneously remaining within a 
restrictive budget. 
“We’ve been running on a 
shoestring budget for years now,” 
said Carmen Nezat, Ph.D. and 
professor of Environmental Sciences, 
who encouraged her Environmental 
Sciences colleagues to stand with her 
during the meeting. 
Other faculty members, 
such as Ron Gentle, Ph.D., of 
the Mathematics department, 
question interim dean Mary 
Keogh Hoss’s ability to adequate-
ly serve as the dean of CSTEM 
“You have a conflict of interest,” 
said Gentle, referencing Keogh 
Hoss’s role as a Health Sciences 
Administration professor. 
Diane Dowd, Ph.D., of the 
Mathematics department echoed 
Gentle’s concerns about Keogh 
Hoss’s leadership. “We cannot be 
run like a business,” said Dowd. 
“Maybe your toolbox doesn’t fit the 
needs of our college.” 
Keogh Hoss emphasized that 
her leadership was a temporary 
arrangement but added it was nec-
essary during the current “budget 
crisis,” and that it would take up to 
a year for a new CSTEM Dean and 
Provost to be found plus another 
two years for them to “get on board,” 
with the function and development 
of the college. 
“We’re behind,” said Keogh 
Hoss. “We’re just behind.”
According to Eastern’s website, 
all eleven CSTEM programs of 
study have steadily increasing en-
rollments. CSTEM has a 96 percent 
rate of career placement and is one 
of the few schools with industrial ro-
botics. According to Hoss, CSTEM 
needs a long-term plan to sustain its 
continued growth. 
The new science buildings are 
intended to help accommodate 
that growth, but as they are 
being planned, changes have to 
be made in the way CSTEM is 
funded and managed. The faculty 
and Keogh Hoss seem to have 
different ideas about just what 
those changes should be. 
The registrar’s office and 
CSTEM Department chairs could 
not be reached for further comment. 
By Daisy Garcia | staff writer
Graphic by Alyssa Scheller
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EWU recognizes its veterans
Country honors former U.S. military members every November
By Daisy Garcia | staff writer
Every year, federal build-ings close on Nov. 11 in order to recognize Vet-
erans Day. The holiday honors 
United States veterans for their 
service to the country and the 
contributions they have made to 
national security. 
Veterans Day not only honors 
those who have served in the 
country’s military, its observance 
encourages people to appreciate the 
sacrifices that United States mil-
itary service veterans make while 
risking their lives for the country. 
According to the Veterans 
Association website, many people 
are still confused about the 
difference between Memorial 
and Veterans Day. Veterans Day 
honors those who have served 
honorably in the nation’s military 
service while Memorial Day is 
a separate holiday on the last 
Monday of May that asks the 
public to remember those who 
have fought and died serving the 
U.S. military. 
EWU currently has 515 
student veterans; that is 515 
people who have put their 
lives on the line. The school’s 
acknowledgment of the national 
holiday, by form of closure, on 
Nov. 11 was to honor veterans 
here at EWU as well as all U.S. 
veterans.
Student veterans are not the 
only vets who come to the school. 
Many EWU alumni veterans 
make visits to the Veteran 
Resource Center on campus. 
Some stop by to support the re-
source center and others stop by 
to utilize it. Veteran and EWU 
alumni Floyd Cloke said, “The 
school’s support for veterans has 
really grown since I attended and 
that is why I keep coming back, 
to give more support.” 
Ryan de Coup-Crank, 27, 
Sergeant in the U.S. Marine-Corps, 
served from 2001 to 2012, and is 
studying at EWU for the pre-physical 
therapy program.
Floyd Cloke, 67, Specialist in the 
Army, served from 1966 to 1970, 
alumni of EWU class of 1979, retired 
from EWU working in shipping and 
receiving and surplus, comes back to 
Eastern to support the Veterans.
John Davis, 66, Captain in the Air 
Force, served from 1967 to 1992, gradu-
ated from EWU with honors. Davis comes 
back to the EWU veterans’ center because 
he now works for 5th Congressional 
District Military and Veterans Liaison 
Outreach in the Congresswoman’s office.





uel D. Hunter 
and directed 
by Jadd Davis, 
and the new production was as 
captivating as it was relatable. 
With brilliant performances 
by lead Eli Drushella and the 
supporting cast, “Pocatello” was 
able to take typical, everyday 
scenarios in the struggling 
small business world and turn 
them into more. Tying in family 
struggles, drug addiction and 
sexual relationships, “Pocatello” 
maintains a firm grip on 
audiences’ hearts throughout and 
even after the final curtain  
has dropped. 
The play takes place in a 
small, failing Italian restau-
rant in Pocatello, Idaho. The 
manager, Eddie, played by 
Drushella, has lived in the 
small town his whole life and is 
devoted to the restaurant — so 
much so that when it starts 
going under he uses his own 
savings to keep up with the bills. 
Introducing us to everyone 
right off the bat, two families 
were present in the restaurant; 
one of which was Eddie’s, and 
the other was that of the waiter 
Max, played by Kellen Morgan. 
Sitting in separate booths, the 
families argue amongst each 
other. While trying hopelessly to 
turn negative situations around, 
both Eddie’s and Max’s families 
depart leaving them both to 
ponder the question: How did I 
get here?
The next morning, upon 
being suspended from school, 
Max’s anti-food daughter Becky, 
played by Carly Stewart, is 
brought in by her former alco-
holic mother Tammy, played by 
Hannah Bancroft, and is offered 
a job at the restaurant by Eddie.
The story proceeds as Eddie 
tries unsuccessfully to maintain a 
relationship with his brother Nick, 
played by Chris Mudd, and his 
mother Doris, played by Melody 
Deatherage. Claiming he just wants 
to talk like they used to when he 
was younger, 
Eddie makes 
poor choices that 
cause his brother 
to walk out on 
him and his 




problems, Max is lost as well. 
With a divorce seemingly in the 
near future, a rebellious teenage 
daughter to be there for and 
little to no money to provide for 
his family, Max’s life is  
in shambles. 
From the short summary, 
Pocatello might seem downright 
depressing and in all reality, it 
is. However, it being depressing 
doesn’t take away from the fact 
that it is incredibly relatable and 
therefore extremely enjoyable. 
Bringing to light troubles 
that everyone faces from time 
to time, “Pocatello” is able to 
connect on a level that a lot of 
plays can’t. It recognizes that 
small towns change and give 
way to new things. Soon, things 
we came to know and love won’t 
exist anymore and we need to 
accept that. It is hard seeing 
what once was your hometown 
become something you don’t 
recognize and that’s what 
happened to Eddie.
“Pocatello” is different in 
the sense that it wasn’t trying 
to entertain, but to connect. It 
relates to everyone in the audience 
because everyone has felt lost at 
some point, all alone in a world 
that seems to have left you behind. 
Understanding this, “Pocatello” is 
an emotional ride that will have 
audiences ringing home just to 
hear their parents’ voices, just to 
reassure themselves that the past 
they formerly loved isn’t lost and 
just to be certain that what once 
was isn’t forgotten.
‘Pocatello’ a heart-gripping small town drama
By Joe Matthews | staff writer




Joe Matthews | EWU junior
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Each year the week before Thanksgiving, the Na-tional Coalition for the Homeless and the National Student Campaign against Hunger and Home-
lessness team up to sponsor National Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week. High schools, colleges, faith-based 
groups and community groups of all sorts can register 
and participate.
EWU kicked off National Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week on Nov. 14 with the Seeking Human 
Kindness event. It was a free event for university 
students and community members to get together and 
share poems, stories and ideas surrounding hunger, 
homelessness and poverty in the community.
Hilary Beardslee, senior leader of the EWU Hunger 
and Homelessness Outreach Team, said, “Raising aware-
ness is where you begin so that’s our main focus and 
we’re hoping that through raising awareness it enables 
and encourages students to go out and act.”
Nov. 15 featured the documentary film “These 
Storied Streets” in the JFK Auditorium. The film shared 
real stories of homeless people across America and the 
struggle they face every day to survive.
The event on Nov. 16 was held at the PUB and titled 
Smile Campaign. The goal was to bring attention to the 
fact that people often dehumanize homeless people by 
locking their car door, avoiding eye contact, crossing the 
street to avoid them and so on. This event was focused 
on encouraging people to smile and say hello to homeless 
people because they are human beings too.
Beardslee said she was raised in the Seattle area and 
grew up with the mindset she said many people share: 
All homeless people are lazy alcoholics or drug addicts 
and any money given to them will go straight to those 
kinds of things. She said she hopes that other people, 
like herself, will realize these stereotypes are often false. 
Homeless people are still human beings and deserve to 
be treated with the same dignity and respect.
The Veterans Resource Center and the EWU Hunger 
and Homelessness Outreach Team partnered up for the 
event on Nov. 17: “Homelessness is not…” Their goal was 
to de-stigmatize homelessness and provide resources to 
students on campus.
On Nov. 18 Making Meals Stretch was held at PUB 212 
from 9 a.m. to noon. The EWU Hunger and Homelessness 
Outreach Team created a cookbook with recipes to make 
five-days worth of food for breakfast, lunch and dinner out 
of ingredients that can be bought for $20. The team will 
also be handing out a general resource guide with contact 
information for local food banks, shelters and various emer-
gency services in Spokane County.
Nov. 19 was What Can You Do? at 115 Showalter 
Hall from 1-2 p.m. Local representatives from nonprofits 
in Spokane discussed ways students can get involved and 
make a change in their own community.
Nov. 20 will be Food For Thought at the House of 
Charity in Spokane from 4-7 p.m. EWU is partnering 
with Gonzaga University to provide students with the 
opportunity to sit down, share a meal and engage with 
people in Spokane who are currently struggling with 
homelessness and hunger. Only 20 spots are available for 
EWU students.
Nov. 21 will be Hunger and Homelessness Awareness 
Service Project Day. After spending the week teaching 
students about issues pertaining to hunger and home-
lessness, the EWU Hunger and Homelessness Outreach 
Team is challenging students to get out in the commu-
nity and make a change. Potential service partners and 
project ideas will be posted to EagleSync.
Additional ways to volunteer this holiday season 
include Tom’s Turkey Drive, the largest turkey drive 
in the Inland Northwest, feeding approximately 11,000 
families every year. Tom’s Turkey Drive bags will be 
sold at Rosauers on Nov. 21 and Nov. 22 and donations 
can be made online at any time. Anyone interested in 
volunteering can call (509) 252-6267.
There are also many volunteer opportunities before, 
during and after each Feed Cheney event; it has been 
serving dinner to community members the last Monday 
of every month for over five years. Anyone interested can 
email feedcheney@gmail.com.
Thanksgiving brings ample volunteer  
opportunities to the community
By Lelia Thatcher | staff writer
Illustration by Brian Loupe
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Associate professor Rachel Toor leads a busy life working six days a week, writing, teaching 
and writing some more while still find-
ing time for her main hobby: running.
Toor completed her bachelor’s 
degree at Yale University and said she 
wondered how she even got into the 
school. It was not until years later 
while she was working in the admis-
sions office at Duke University she 
realized that everyone feels that way 
at one point or another. 
Her love of running and writing ul-
timately led to a publisher reading the 
book she wrote on running and asking 
her to write a novel about a teenage 
girl who takes up running as a hobby. 







and the book 
was published in 
June 2014. The 
physical copy of 
the book will be 
available this 
spring along 
with a book 
she has been 
working on for the past 10 years. 
Toor also wrote a series of writing 
guides for the University of Chicago. 
“It’s about writing personal essays 
for things like college applications. I 
put in there everything I know about 
writing in the first-person personal, 
so it’s a short book but, I hope, a fun 
read,” Toor said.
Toor has worked for several 
newspapers and magazines through-
out her professional career, including 
the Oxford University Press and the 
Duke University Press. 
“The great thing about writing for 
magazines is that you get sent places,” 
Toor said. Just a few years ago, she 
went on a trip to Israel to cover the 
Jerusalem Marathon. 
Toor was the only journalist of the 
40 covering the event who ran the 
full marathon. During her run, she 
made friends with some Israelis who 
later showed her around. Toor said 
they made it possible for her to see 
and hear about things she would not 
have been able to otherwise. 
Toor has also covered the 
Singapore Marathon, the Phuket 
Marathon in Thailand and a five-day, 
100-mile race in the Himalayas on 
the border of India and Nepal. 
Throughout her time covering 
marathons and running them on her 
own time, Toor has completed more 
than 60 or 70 
marathons and 
ultramarathons, 




decided she was 
finished with 
publishing for 
the time being, 
she quit her job 
and spent a year 
running, riding 
horses and doing 
freelance work.
By the end of that year, Toor was 
broke, so she got a job working in 
admissions at Duke. “That proved 
to be super fun. I had no idea that I 
loved working with high school and 
college students,” Toor said. 
Even though she thoroughly 
enjoyed her job, Toor was saddened 
every time a rejection letter had to 
be sent. It was at this time she began 
writing essays for The Chronicle of 
Higher Education, a weekly trade 
journal for academics. 
Three years later, she wrote a book 
about the college admissions process. 
“Admissions Confidential: An Insider’s 
Account of the Elite College Selection 
Process” was published on Sept. 9, 
2001. Toor even appeared on the Today 
Show when the book came out.
“What I realized working in ad-
missions was that I wanted to teach, 
so I went to graduate school at the 
University of Montana,” Toor said. 
Upon completion, Toor was hired 
at EWU and is currently teaching 
in the graduate master of fine arts 
program. “This quarter I have a tiny 
class of some of the best students I’ve 
ever taught at EWU. We’re having a 
blast,” she said.
Professor runs more than just the classroom
MFA associate professor Rachel Toor teaches, writes and competes in marathons
By Rosie Perry | staff writer






Rachel Toor, associate professor at EWU
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This Thanksgiving, members of the EWU community have quite a variety of plans for their break, 
from a traditional Thanksgiving to foreign 
students and faculty experiencing an all-
new holiday.
Director of the Asia University 
America Program (AUAP) Kristina 
Guilfoyle and Student Services 
Coordinator Michael Reid shared what a 
typical Thanksgiving might look like for a 
student from the AUAP.
Guilfoyle explained the program offers 
an American life course which meets once 
a week. During the course students have 
the opportunity to learn about American 
traditions such as Thanksgiving.
Guilfoyle said most of their students 
use the break to travel and experience 
more of the United States. Since the 
university is closed and students leave 
for the holiday, the AUAP is putting on 
a culture night which will be held on 
Nov. 23 from 5-7 p.m. in the Streeter 
Global LLC, although that venue may 
change. “We hope to have music and 
traditional game and craft demonstra-
tions,” Reid said. 
Both Guilfoyle and Reid said they plan 
to spend the holiday with family and friends.
EWU senior Kelsey Rakentine, who is 
from Spokane, typically has a traditional 
Thanksgiving. Her family prepares a 
traditional meal and every able member of 
the family joins. “We also always take our 
Christmas card photos at Thanksgiving,” 
Rakentine said. 
This year EWU Bookstore employee 
Shona Short is celebrating her ninth 
Thanksgiving. She is originally from 
Scotland and until she moved to the U.S. 
she knew very little about the holiday and 
what it represents.
Her first experience with the holiday 
was in 1998 when she was invited to spend 
it with her husband’s family. Short said she 
was not sure what they would be celebrat-
ing but knew it was a big deal to be invited 
by her significant other. 
Short did not know what to expect 
when she attended her first Thanksgiving 
celebration but now she said she enjoys the 
holiday. “I just love it, I love that it is as big 
as Christmas but without the commercial 
aspect,” Short said. 
Hussein Almalki, a professor from 
Umm al-Qura University in Saudi 
Arabia on sabbatical to work on his mas-
ter’s degree at EWU, is also relatively 
new to celebrating Thanksgiving, but 
said he has come to enjoy it.
Coming from Saudi Arabia, Almalki 
said one of the most interesting things 
about the holiday was eating turkey, since 
he had previously never tried it. 
Last year was Almalki’s first time 
celebrating the holiday, but he said it was 
limited. This year his host family has 
invited him to spend it with their family so 
he can get the full experience. 
Although his experience with the 
holiday is very minimal, he said he 
has enjoyed every bit of it. “I like 
Thanksgiving more than Easter holiday 
and more than Christmas because I 
know people enjoy meeting together like 
family,” Almalki said.
Illustration by Rebecca Savinski
Developer Toby Fox’s “Undertale”  is the latest Indie powerhouse, and rightfully so due to the 
remarkable amount of heart the devel-
opers poured into the game.
 Generations ago, the world was 
ruled by humans and monsters alike. 
Inevitably the two came into conflict, 
and the monsters were condemned deep underground 
and sealed by a powerful spell. As the game began, a 
young child slipped and fell into the world below and 
had to work his way back to the surface.
 Along the journey, the child encountered some of 
the most entertaining and riveting characters in recent 
video game history from a terrifying, pure-evil daisy 
to an enigmatic and heroic skeleton with no idea how 
ridiculous he sounded. “Undertale” had some of the 
best dialogue I’ve ever heard and is without a doubt the 
funniest game I’ve played to date.
 The game felt like a somewhat spiritual successor 
to old role-playing games (RPG) akin to “Earthbound,” 
especially in the art style. Where they differ is the 
unique combat system employed by “Undertale.” 
During each battle players were given options 
beyond simply attacking the enemy — they could 
engage with enemies in conversation and attempt to 
talk them down. Of course that occasionally backfired 
and increased the opponent’s damage, but some of the 
best moments in the game came from just trying to 
understand the enemy’s motivations.
 Of course, showing mercy to enemies will yield 
players no experience points at the end of the battle. So 
if a player wishes to become stronger for future bosses, 
they are forced to kill. There’s an interesting philosophical 
dilemma with nearly every engagement, which helps with 
the game’s overall character and depth.
 Also, the soundtrack is absolutely insane. A collab-
oration between chiptune and real instruments harkens 
back to the older age of video games while still ground-
ing it to today.
 The only problem with “Undertale” is how short 
it is. It’s a six-hour adventure, but considering the $10 
asking price, it’s a steal. I would gladly pay $30 or more 
for a game of this quality, even considering the length.
 “Undertale” is a game for everyone. It is a 
culmination of every comedic RPG that’s come out 
to this point and sets the new standard for comedy 
and heart in a video game.
A game with soul: ‘Undertale’ provides unique battle dynamic
By Chris Mudd |  contributing writer
EWU shares Thanksgiving traditions
Eagles from across the  
globe talk turkey
By Rosie Perry | staff writer
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When you need urgent care, view wait times at our six locations and check in 
online. Just answer a few easy questions, pick a time that works for you, and 
we’ll save your spot. We can even send you a text when it’s time to show up. 
Visit RockwoodClinic.com/UrgentCare to check in and 
skip the wait.
Make your urgent care wait  
as short as possible. 
Reserve your spot now.
Check in here. Skip here.
If your symptoms worsen or you believe you are experiencing an emergency, please call 911 or go to the nearest Emergency Department as soon as possible.
87509_ROCK_ClockwiseMD_5_563x10c.indd   1 10/5/15   5:45 PM
Bethesda Game Studios 
has established 
itself as the 
premiere devel-
oper for creating 
story worlds, and their latest 
adventure, “Fallout 4,” is prov-
ing to be as groundbreaking as 
it is rich in the mass amount of 
excellent content.
 200 years after a nuclear war 
destroys most of the planet, the 
player character escapes from the 
confines of a protective vault to 
explore the wilds of Boston, now 
called the Commonwealth. After a 
particularly captivating live-action 
opening cinematic, the player is able 
to customize their character more 
meticulously than ever before; it’s 
given a voice for the first time in a 
Bethesda game. Gone are the days 
of the silent protagonist.
 Although, there is a downside 
to the addition of a voiced main 
character. The usually broad 
range of dialogue options pre-
sented throughout conversations 
have been reduced to a default of 
four, similar to the “Mass Effect” 
dialogue system. There’s a certain 
simplification to the game that 
does dumb it down a fair amount, 
but it is nonetheless exhilarating. 
It’s still a step in the right direc-
tion in role – playing games.
 Another massive improve-
ment is the recruitment of more 
voice actors than ever before. 
After an hour in “Skyrim,” 
players start to notice that every 
other guard sounds identical. 
Yet after more than 10 hours 
into “Fallout 4,” I have yet to 
notice similar downfalls.
 Taking inspiration from 
games like “Destiny,” “Fallout 4” 
has some of the most fun gunplay 
of any role-playing game. Combat 
is core to the experience, and 
it’s never been more engaging. 
The addition of a broad crafting 
system for weapons and armor 
adds even more to an already rich 
element of gameplay.
 The crafting system also 
added the ability to create set-
tlements in the Commonwealth, 
similar in gameplay to 
“Minecraft.” Every item in 
“Fallout 4” has components that 
can be harvested and used to 
build and enforce facilities in 
players’ private bases. It’s an 
interesting addition and one I’d 
love to explore further.
 “Fallout 4” is another stellar 
game from a company with an 
astounding track record. I only 
advise waiting to buy it until 
finals are over, because you will 
lose weeks, maybe months, to 
this game.
Illustration by Rebecca Savinski
Return to the  
Wasteland in  
‘Fallout 4’
By Chris Mudd | staff writer
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This year Starbucks has forgone holi-day-themed cups for plain red which has some people arguing Starbucks is now 
against Christmas and Jesus Christ – a claim that 
is beyond ridiculous.
First of all, there has never been a symbol on a 
Starbucks cup that has been related to Christianity. 
In years past there were never any crosses, just 
things that represented, not even Christmas, but 
the season of winter. Starbucks can’t all of a sudden 
be against Christ because they changed their cups 
if the cups didn’t stand for him in the first place.
With that being said, even if Starbucks had 
previously used Christmas-themed cups, it would 
have been nice to have them change to seasonal 
cups to show acceptance of all religions. Someone 
who doesn’t celebrate Christmas isn’t going to have 
the same appreciation for the cups as someone who 
does. This way, no religion or holiday is left out.
Even though the cups have changed, Starbucks 
still has Christmas-themed gift cards and even a 
Christmas Blend coffee. Being such a minimal 
change, it is insane to see people getting so worked 
up over it when there is still Christmas-themed 
merchandise being sold. It’s hard to say that 
someone is against Christmas because they made 
one unsubstantial change. That’s like saying 
someone who doesn’t like mashed potatoes is against 
Thanksgiving. They still support it, just in a different 
way than you.  
Starbucks has backed the cups completely. “In the 
past, we have told stories with our holiday cup designs,” 
Jeffrey Fields, Starbucks Vice President of Design and 
Content said in a statement. “This year we wanted 
to usher in the holidays with a purity of design that 
welcomes all of our stories.”
After seeing all the cool drawings people have 
done on cups in the past, Starbucks wanted every-
one to be able to express their views on the holiday 
season the way they see fit. If someone wants to 
draw snowmen in support of winter they can, if 
someone wants to draw a Menorah to celebrate 
Hanukah they can. That’s the whole point of the 
red cup: to relate to more than just those who 
celebrate Christmas.
Thinking about it, this stance that Starbucks is 
making is more of a Christmas-esque thing to do than 
putting designs on their cups would be anyway. The 
whole point of Christmas is being with the ones you love 
and letting them know you love them. Whether it is in 
the form of gifts, songs, food, dance or prayer, Christmas 
brings people together in a way unlike any other holiday. 
By making the cups just plain red, Starbucks is 
letting their customers know that no matter what they 
celebrate, the value of their views will always be taken 
into consideration and will always be accepted. That’s 
one gift everyone can cherish: acceptance.
WHAT’S THE DEAL?!
The gym is for sweating not flirting
What’s the deal with peo-ple who use the URC as a place to socialize?
 The gym is not a place to 
meet your next date or make 
weekend plans. 
It is a place to 
better yourself. 
Personal story 
hour can wait 
until we are 
somewhere else.
It is wildly 
frustrating to take out my 
headphones just so I can ask an 
adorable couple to move their 
conversation out from in front of 
a machine I want to use. There 
is no reason that conversation 
cannot be had at another place.
That space has a purpose and 
you are just wasting the air of 
people who would actually like 
to fulfill that purpose. If you 
want to waste your own time, 
be my guest, but don’t waste the 
time of your peers.
I understand going to the 
gym with a friend, as long as 
you are actually working out 
and not just there to converse 
and look good.
And let’s be realistic: No 
one looks good at the gym, so 
your effort is going to waste 
and if that effort includes 
throwing money at the freshest, 
most neon clothes you can find, 
just stop.
Stop getting dressed up to 
go sweat and get dirty. Stop 
using the URC for something 
other than working out. Stop 
because there may not be a more 
judgmental place on campus than 
the gym and we all know what 
you are up to.
No one there is a professional 
athlete and spending the money 
on clothes like you are isn’t 
fooling anyone.
Clearly, you aren’t there to 
better yourself; you are there 
to force social interactions and 
attract attention. If you could 
stop wasting everyone else’s time 
that would be greatly appreciated.
Illustration by Linlin Xing
By Samuel Deal | opinion editor
Plain cups are not 
the anti-Christ
By Joe Matthews | staff writer
Starbucks Holiday cups | Photo by Karissa Berg
OP-ED
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Check out the newest innovation in 
eye wear for students!
Blue Blocker Anti-Glare
New lenses help reduce eye strain!
Strained eyes or headache 
prevention and treatment
Extra comfort
Come in for a demostration
509.235.2010










Ask about our 
Vision Haus 
Savings program
Blue Light Effects on Vision, the Eye, and Life
Studying for mid-terms 
recently? Have you notice 
your eyes feeling strained, 
tired and gritty? It may be 
more than just not getting 
enough sleep. New research 
from Essilor Labs and the 
Paris Vision Institute in 
France shows that not only 
is Ultraviolet light harmful 
to your eyes, but also the wavelengths in the blue 
spectrum between 380-500 nm. These shorter, 
visible wavelengths pack greater energy than 
other longer wavelengths. Like shorter UV wave-
lengths, blue light can damage the front (cornea) 
and middle (crystalline lens) of the eye. But, 
whereas UV light is filtered out by the cornea 
and lens, causing eye irritation and cataracts, blue 
light gets through and can cause damage to the 
back of the eye (retina).
You may be surprised at the sources of UV and 
blue light. Not only are the sun and some lasers 
causes of radiation injury, but also new LED 
lights found in car headlights, computer screens 
and even cell phones. New fluorescent lamps 
pack more blue light than the older fluores-
cent and incandescent lights. It’s like we’re 
surrounded by it! 
As blue light is becoming more ubiquitous in 
our environment, we’re finding more eye strain 
and injuries, especially from electronic devices. 
Another phenomenon that’s been noted is blue 
light’s affect on people’s Circadian Rhythms. 
This can affect sleep/wake cycles, mood and 
memory, thus causing sleep, stomach and 
psychological disorders. That’s not good if you 
have an 8 a.m. class/test the next day.
Fortunately, there are things that can be done to 
reduce the effects of blue light toxicity. One, peri-
odic breaks (20 seconds every 20 minutes) from the 
computer and/or cell phone reduces the mesmeriz-
ing effect of Blue light. Two, rapid focus changes 
from near to far, back and forth, 10-15 reps. during 
the break help relax the eyes. Three, there are 
also new lens coatings that protect eyes from blue 
light damage, even when no prescription power is 
needed. I’ve witnessed a dramatic, immediate and 
positive effect on several people’s visual comfort 
when I demonstrated this coating. The coating isn’t 
the cheapest, but neither are college books and 
tuition. I highly recommend it for anyone who is 
in front of a computer screen for regular extended 
time periods, longer than 1 to 2 hours. I’d also rec-
ommend yearly eye exams to monitor vision needs 
and eye health. These items can help your college 
life be more healthy and productive!
Dr. Borgholthaus
AdvertisementOpinion
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By Mike Manning | administrative assistant
November 9, 2:23 p.m.
Marijuana
The smell of marijuana was reported on the third floor of 
LA Hall. Officers responded and knocked on the door where 
the source of the smell was suspected. No one answered, and 
no contact was made.
November 9, 4 p.m.
ThefT
A student on the eighth floor of Pearce Hall purchased grocer-
ies totaling near $20. The student left the food in the communi-
ty fridge, and it was later stolen. There are no current leads.
November 12, 4 p.m.
harassMenT
A male student in Morrison Hall reported observing a 
female student being harassed by another female through 
social media. Responders informed the male of the proceed-
ings for filing anti-harassment. 
November 13, 4:33 p.m.
hiT and run
A female pedestrian was walking in Lot 15 when she was 
struck by a gray four-door sedan. Upon hitting her, the 
driver rolled down the window, apologized and then left the 
scene. The victim was evaluated at Rockwood and had no 
life-threatening injuries. The suspect was said to be asian 
with dark curly hair. There are no current suspects.
November 14, 8 p.m.
alcohol
A male student was found unconscious in a shower located 
in Dressler Hall. Found to be heavily intoxicated, he was 
transported for hospitalization. He has been referred to 
Student Rights and Responsibilities.
November 15, 12:42 a.m.
Marijuana
The smell of marijuana was reported on the first floor 
of LA Hall. Officers responded and made contact with a 
female student who was of legal age. In accordance with 
campus policy, she was referred to Student Rights and 
Responsibilities.
Police Beat
Illustration by Rebecca Savinski
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Sarah Reiter advances to NCAA championships
By Grace Pohl | staff writer
The EWU cross-country team had its best finish in program history at the Big Sky Championships by placing second. One of 
the big contributors to the team’s solid finish is ju-
nior Sarah Reiter, the top finisher for the women’s 
team at the Big Sky Championships.
Reiter graduated from Lindberg High School in 
2012 and is originally from Renton, Washington. 
She started her first year at Montana State 
University and then trans-
ferred over to Eastern. “I 
really like how it worked out. 
I have had a great experience 
because of an awesome team 
and opportunities,” Reiter said.
She started distance 
running in high school and 
decided to run in college. The way Reiter likes to 
train best is by running and training in the morning. 
She placed eighth in the Big Sky Championships and 
ninth at the West Regional Championships to qualify 
for the NCAA D1 Championships. The last EWU 
woman to make it to the NCAA Championships was 
Mattie Bridgmon in 2007, who placed 34th.
“This season we had a team goal to place high as a 
team at conference, which we did by placing second. We 
just want to focus on regionals and collectively do the 
best as a team,” Reiter said. According to Reiter, she 
may not have her own pre-race ritual, but the team’s 
main pre-race ritual is to look as tan as possible.
The Eagles rank sixth in the West, just behind 
Gonzaga, which translates into 30th in national 
rankings going into the West Regional championships.
The NCAA West Regional Championship was 
held in Seattle on Nov. 13 and the Eagles were ready 
to battle for a spot at regionals. “After some tough 
racing at altitude in our conference meet, we are 
looking forward to cashing in on that racing stimulus 
at the NCAA West Regional in Seattle this week 
… We are pleased but not satisfied with our perfor-
mance at Big Sky Championships,” head coach Chris 
Shane said in an interview on goeags.com.
Reiter placed ninth at the NCAA West Regional 
Championships, which means she will continue onto the 
NCAA D1 Championships in Louisville, Kentucky, on 
Nov. 21. Reiter was also given the NCAA D1 All-Region 
Honors. The women’s cross-country team placed 12th 
overall, while the men placed 18th.
“	 I	have	had	a	great	experience	
because	of	an	awesome	team.
Sarah Reiter | EWU junior
Sarah Reiter putting her training  and endurance to the test | Photos by Melanie Flint
16  THE EASTERNER November 20, 2015
Sports
EWU women’s basketball team had their home opener against Eastern Oregon 
University on Nov. 13 with an over-
whelming win of 64-40. 
The only senior, Hayley Hodgins 
had a strong performance being 
the team’s top scorer with 24 points 
and five steals. Including those 24 
points, Hayley Hodgins had a total of 
1,209 points and made it to the sixth 
spot on the all-time EWU’s NCAA 
Division I career scoring list.
The game started off with an 
EWU lead of 21-8 at the end of the 
first quarter and went into the half 
with a 10-point lead. The Eagles’ 
defense forced 14 turnovers in the 
first half and recorded 17 steals in 
the game. Those forced turnovers 
ultimately added 31 points to the 
scoreboard for EWU.
The other key players in this 
win were sophomore Delaney 
Hodgins with 13 points and two 
steals, junior Tisha Phillips with 
a solid defensive game with four 
steals and a block, and freshman 
Alissa Sealby with eight points in 
her college basketball debut.
The Eagles shot 43.4 percent, 
23 for 53, while Eastern Oregon 
shot 23.8 percent, and made 10 field 
goals. The Eagles commanded the 
offensive side of the ball, and the 
defense had an overwhelmingly 
better shooting percentage and 
turnover ratio.
Head coach Wendy Schuller was 
happy with the way her young team 
played their first game. “This was our 
first real game of the year, and I think 
that showed in a lot of ways. Our 
young players did a really nice job of 
stepping up. I’ve said from day one, I 
love the mentality of our team and the 
eagerness to work and to learn, and I 
thought today showed that,” she said 
in an interview with goeags.com.
The Eagles carried over their 
performance to their second game on 
Nov. 15 against Air Force with a dom-
inant win of 65-44. In the opening 
quarter alone, the Eagles scored 25 
points and never gave up the lead.
Hayley Hodgins opened the game 
with the first basket and consistently 
scored throughout the game leading 
the team with 20 points, six steals 
and three blocks.
The Eagles had an aggressive 
press that the Air Force struggled to 
break which led to the Eagles forcing 
25 turnovers, 12 of those being steals.
Freshman Violet Kapri Morrow 
led the team with eight rebounds, and 
scored seven points. Phillips stood out 
in this game with nine points.
This game was Schuller’s 200th 
career win. “I thought we played 
extremely hard and disrupted their 
offense quite a bit and made things 
happen. Our goal is to make teams 
uncomfortable running their own 
offense, and I think our team did 
a pretty good job of that today,” 
Schuller said via goeags.com.
The basketball team traveled to 
Gonzaga University on Nov. 19.
Women’s basketball starts strong
By Grace Pohl | staff writer
(left) Aqeelah Williams looking for a pass. (right) Amira Chandler and Mariah Cunningham putting pressure on an Air Force player. | Photos by Melanie Flint
“	 I’ve	said	from	day	one,	I	love	
the	mentality	of	our	team.
Wendy Schuller | head coach
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Men’s basketball perseveres to start season 1-1
By Riley Baker | staff writer
(left) Bogdan Bliznyuk drawing a foul at the rim. (center) Venky Jois visciously throwing down a dunk. (right) Austin McBroom running the offense. | Photos by Melanie Flint
The men’s basketball team started its season with a pair of games over the weekend. It lost its first game on the 
road, 106-88, against Mississippi State Uni-
versity on Nov. 13 but turned things around 
in its second game against George Fox 
University, winning, 126-64, on Nov. 15. 
After an exciting run last season, 
the Eagles looked to start this season 
out hot with an out-of-conference game 
against Mississippi State University of the 
Southeastern Conference. They got off to a 
great start and were leading the Bulldogs, 
51-48, at halftime.
In the second half, EWU quickly 
started out on a 9-2 run to go up, 60-50. 
A 10-point lead in the second half looked 
promising, but then MSU exploded for a 
33-6 run where the Eagles did not have a 
field goal for eight and a half minutes. It 
was a tough second half, but a well-fought 
game to start the season. 
Forwards Felix Von Hofe and Bogdan 
Bliznyuk each had 21 points, leading 
the team. Forward Venky Jois had seven 
rebounds and guard Austin McBroom had 
15 points and five assists.
Despite a loss to start the season, head 
coach Jim Hayford said he believed there 
were positives to take away from the team’s 
performance. “I was pleased with some of 
our performances out there and there are 
a lot of things to fix,” Hayford said in an 
interview for goeags.com. “This is one out 
of 31 games and we know what we need to 
do to get better.”
In their second game, the Eagles got 
off to a good start against GFU. Maybe it 
was the thrill of receiving their Big Sky 
Championship rings before the game as the 
Eagles led, 56-26, at the half.
EWU had multiple runs against the 
Bruins. In the first half they rolled off a 
16-0 run and then a 10-4 run later in the 
half. In the second half the Eagles went off 
on a 21-0 run capped by a Jois dunk to make 
the score 84-34 with 11:37 left in the game. 
The game ended with an EWU 15-5 run.
Jois led the team in points with 29 and 
was 13-15 on field goals. Bliznyuk had 19 
points and 12 rebounds. McBroom also 
had 19 points and 10 assists. Guard Cody 
Benzel played seven minutes at the end of 
the game and put up 12 points including a 
dunk. He was perfect on the night, going 
4-4 on field goals and 2-2 on three-point 
shots and free throws.
EWU overpowered the Bruins with its 
size and strength. As a team, the Eagles 
had 49 rebounds, nearly double GFU’s 25. 
EWU also outscored GFU on fast break 
points, 49-14.
After the win and loss this weekend, 
the Eagles are 1-1 to start the season. 
Hayford said he was impressed by MSU. 
“Mississippi State is really good, they’re 
going to be a top-25 team mark my words,” 
he said. But he remains positive moving 
forward. “We scored 88 points Friday night 
against Mississippi state, we’re going to 
score points,” Hayford said. “Where we 
want to get better as a team is in the imple-
mentation of our new attacking defensive 
scheme. So I was really pleased to see 27 
turnovers and we almost doubled them up 
on the rebounding.”
Von Hofe did not play against GFU, but 
there should be no concern. Hayford said, 
“Seattle University is his own team; I just 
wanted to rest the legs of our best shooter.” 
McBroom left the game early Sunday 
evening after getting fouled and falling 
hard onto his right shoulder. After the 
game he had ice on it and said assuredly, 
“I’m good. I’ll be ready to go on Tuesday.”
The Eagles played at home against 
Seattle U on Nov. 18 and will play them 
again at Seattle on Nov. 23 at 7 p.m.
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Eagles lose second straight after mauling in Missoula
The Eagles’ luck went from bad to worse when the Montana Grizzlies shellacked the Eagles, 57-16, in 
Missoula, Montana, on Nov. 14. The loss 
comes on the heels of the Eagles’ Home-
coming loss against the Northern Arizona 
Lumberjacks a week before, with the Ea-
gles now sitting at 5-2 in conference play.
The script was eerily similar to the 
week before, with the Eagles turning the 
ball over six times — two of which were 
taken back for touchdowns. “We have 
to find ways to snap back out of it,” 
said head coach Beau Baldwin. “We’ve 
had snowballs before and we’ve been 
in situations where we’ve felt it, but it 
hasn’t gone on for this long.”
After inserting backup quarterback 
Reilly Hennessey late in the fourth 
quarter in the loss to the Lumberjacks, 
head coach Beau Baldwin used an 
alternating quarterback system against the 
Grizzlies. The results were mixed, to say 
the least.
It was Hennessey who got the first 
snap of the game over quarterback Jordan 
West, who had started every game of 
the season coming into the matchup. It 
was West who finished the day with the 
most passing attempts, completing just 
7 of 19 attempts for 119 yards and two 
interceptions.
Hennessey had the more effective 
day, completing 7 of 12 attempts for 113 
yards, without throwing any touchdowns 
or interceptions. Hennessey coughed up 
the ball twice though, one of which was 
recovered by the Grizzlies and taken 33 
yards for a touchdown.
With the Eagles down, 50-9, in the 
third quarter, Baldwin inserted redshirt 
freshman quarterback Gage Gubrud into 
the game. Gubrud had not taken a snap 
in a game all season and finished 7 of 13 
passing for 66 yards and an interception. 
Gubrud ran for a touchdown on his 
first drive, on a designed quarterback 
run from one yard out. “It was good for 
Gage to get some action and some true 
game reps. He came in and did some good 
things,” Baldwin said.
As a unit, the three quarterbacks 
were 21 of 44 passing for 298 yards, zero 
touchdowns, three interceptions and two 
fumbles. Wide receiver Cooper Kupp had 
the only passing touchdown on the day for 
the Eagles, a 21-yarder to wide receiver 
Kendrick Bourne in the second quarter, 
cutting the Grizzlies’ lead to 9-27.
“I felt good about it in the first half 
with what we were doing. We had different 
packages where they were going to be in 
the game,” said Baldwin on the alternating 
system. “They were all invested into the 
week, they were all excited about their 
roles. I felt it could have been a very 
successful plan to maximize each of their 
skills in different spots.”
Montana quarterback Brady Gustafson 
returned for the first time since suffering 
a lower leg injury in September, finishing 
20 of 34 for 266 passing yards and a 
touchdown pass.
The Grizzlies ground game was 
consistent all game long, led by running 
back John Nguyen who ran for 102 yards 
on 15 carries. Freshman running back 
Jeremy Calhoun was effective in the red 
zone, rushing for three touchdowns, the 
furthest being from three yards out.
“It was a statement win against a 
very good football team,” said Montana 
head coach Bob Stitt. “I don’t know how 
exactly we did that against a team like 
them, but we needed it.”
The Eagles now look ahead to their 
final regular season game, in a home tilt 
against the Portland State Vikings. Both 
teams sit at 5-2 in conference play, and 
both are desperate for a win to try and 
help ensure a spot in the FCS Playoffs. 
Ranked 15th in the FCS by STATS 
and 16th in the coaches poll, the Vikings 
are coming off a 24-23 victory against 
Southern Utah, who sit at 6-1 and solely 
atop the Big Sky. The Vikings were 
projected to finish ninth in the Big Sky 
in the preseason coaches poll and have 
been riding high since beating FBS foe 
Washington State University, 24-17, in 
their first game of the season.
By Brandon Cline | sports editor
Reilly Hennessey winds up for a pass |Photo contributed by goeags.com
“We	have	to	find	ways	to	snap	back	out	of	it.
Beau Baldwin | EWU head coach
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Wed 11/18, Easterner
For Tickets Call 800.325.SEAT
www.SPOKANECHIEFS.com
Game Times: 7PM
Bring a pack of diapers, wipes or formula to help Inland Northwest 
Baby and receive a 25% off coupon to the team store.
INLAND NORTHWEST 
BABY DIAPER DRIVE 
PRESENTED BY AMERIGROUP
FRIDAY 11/20 vs. SWIFT CURRENT BRONCOS
Sponsored By:
The first 5,000 fans will receive a Chiefs Team Poster 
courtesy of Itron. Fans can also stick around after 
the game for a full team autograph session.
ITRON
TEAM POSTER GIVEAWAY
SATURDAY 11/21 vs. MOOSE JAW WARRIORS
Sponsored By:
Sports
Cross-country takes 18th 
and 12th at regionalsVolleyball wraps up season
Following one of the best conference championships in school history, the Eastern Washington University men’s and women’s cross-country teams wrapped up their sea-
sons at the NCAA regional meet in Seattle. 
Junior Sarah Reiter led the charge for the Eastern women, 
finishing ninth with a time of 20:53.9 on the 6,000 meter 
course. “Sarah ran an exceptional race. We designed a racing 
plan for her and she executed it perfectly,” first-year head coach 
Chris Shane said.
With her finish, Reiter will become just the fifth EWU 
woman to run at the NCAA championships, and the first to do 
so since 2007. “I’m so happy and excited I get the chance to 
represent Eastern at NCAA’s. It’s been a dream I’ve had and it’s 
hard to believe it’s happening,” Reiter said.
An impressive performance by Reiter was capped off by 
finishing behind only three Pac-12 runners. “I do feel like when 
I get into bigger races it’s really fun to run against those bigger 
schools and have the chance to compete with them,” Reiter said.
Other highlights for the women’s team included a 51st place 
finish by senior Berenice Penaloza, with a time of 21:35.9 and 
junior Caite Arrigoni, finishing 70th in 21:54.2. 
The Eagles’ scoring was rounded out by senior Katie Mahoney 
and junior Paula Gil-Echevarria, finishing 105th and 114th 
respectively, leading to a 12th place team finish for the women.
The EWU men finished 18th in the Western Region, led by 
junior Alex Kimsey’s 90th place finish in 32:54.1 over 10,000 
meters. Senior Aaron Brenton in 100th, junior Stephen Bottoms 
in 111th, sophomore Austin Oser in 118th and junior Isaac 
Kitzan in 142nd wrapped up the Eagles’ scoring on the men’s 
side.
“I thought our teams ran very tough under very miserable 
conditions. It was raining sideways and the wind kicked up and 
it was one of the worst races, condition-wise, that I have ever 
been to,” said Shane. “With that being said, our team showed a 
lot of heart.” 
As Shane wraps up his first season as head coach, the future 
appears bright for EWU cross-country. “Coach Shane has really 
helped us to set goals and work to make sure that everyone on 
the team contributes to the full of their ability,” Reiter said. 
Reiter will compete at the NCAA Championships in 
Louisville, Kentucky on Saturday, Nov. 21.
EWU volleyball wrapped up the regular season 
after a loss at Northern Colorado on Nov. 12 and 
a loss at North Dakota on Nov. 14. After back-to-
back losses, the Eagles fell to 9-7 in the Big Sky 
Conference. They ended the regular season with 
a four-game losing streak and having lost seven 
of their last nine. Despite the slow end to the 
season, EWU still has a playoff spot clinched and 
finished fourth in the Big Sky North Division. 
On Nov. 19 the team will travel to Flagstaff, 




defeated the Eagles, 
23-25, 25-23, 22-25, 
25-22, 16-14.
What It 
Means: EWU fell 
to 9-6 in conference 
and 14-12 overall, 
but still remains 
a contender for the Big Sky North Division 
title as well as the No. 2 seed in the conference 
tournament. Northern Colorado improved to 9-6 in 
conference play and 13-15 overall.
Turning Point: In a back and forth 5-set 
match, Eastern won the first and third set, only 
to lose the fifth set following a 2-2 tie. The match 
was a nail biter, as there were 42 ties and 15 lead 
changes through all 5 sets. The fifth and final set 
was the decider of the match. The score went back 
and forth the whole way before Northern Colorado 
broke a 14-14 tie. With a Bears kill and an Eagles 
attack error, Northern Colorado took the set and 
the match.
Key Statistics: Although EWU lost the 
match, it out-hit Northern Colorado with a .203 
to Northern Colorado’s .190. and also out-blocked 
them, 9-5. But Northern Colorado led in digs 
and aces. What really made the difference though 
was the Eagles’ 14 service errors to the Bears’ 
six. Senior Ana Jakovljevic set a career high with 
18 kills and also had 13 digs. Sophomore Nicole 
Rigoni had 34 assists, and senior Ryann Ensrud 
led EWU with 17 digs. 
Final Score: 
EWU fell to 
University of 
North Dakota, 




Eagles fell to 14-13 
overall and 9-7 in 
conference play with the loss. UND improved to 
21-12 overall and 9-7 in conference play.
Turning Point: This was another tough loss 
after a well-played match. The Eagles showed a 
lot of fight in the season finale ending up on the 
wrong end of back and forth sets. After losing the 
first set, EWU soared back to win the second set in 
a demanding fashion, 25-15. They led in the third 
set but lost late by a score of 26-24. EWU won the 
fourth set but then dropped the fifth and final set, 
13-15.
Key Statistics: Despite the loss, the Eagles 
had 77 kills but committed 30 attack errors. They 
out-hit UND .240 to .215 but UND had only 17 
attack errors. It ended up being all of the Eagles’ 
mistakes that cost them the match. But there were 
still individual bright spots. Jakovljevic set a career 
high with 22 kills, to go along with 14 digs. Rigoni 
had a career high of 60 assists and Ensrud led the 
team with 34 digs.
By Riley Baker | staff writer
By TJ Moulton | contributing writer
Next stop the Big Sky tournament in Flagstaff, Arizona
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Looking for something 
fun to do that offers 
cash prizes?! 
Before you take off for winter break 
check out this town-wide scavenger 
hunt that the Cheney Merchants 
Association is putting on!
The Cheney Merchants Association 
(CMA) is hosting “Cache for Cash!,” a 
real-life treasure hunt, on Dec. 3 and 
4. Based on the popular scavenger 
hunt game of geocaching, this inter-
active event is open to all Cheney 
residents, students and visitors. Par-
ticipants will complete their “Cache 
for Cash treasure map” by collecting 
stamps at CMA merchant businesses 
in Cheney, and then turn in their map 
to enter a drawing for one of three 
$100 prizes.
The CMA is organizing the event to 
bring some holiday cheer to partic-
ipants and connect the community 
to Cheney businesses. The rules are 
simple. Pick up your “treasure map” 
entry form at Copy Junction (1921 
1st Street, Cheney) starting on Mon-
day, Dec. 1. You may also download 
a map from www.cheneymerchants.
org or the Cheney Merchants Face-
book page. On Thursday, Dec. 3 
and Friday, Dec. 4 visit each of the 
businesses on the map to collect 
your stamps! Once you have the 
minimum number of stamps on your 
map, turn it in to the Cheney Free 
Press office (1616 W First Street) by 
5 p.m. on Friday to be entered into 
the $100 cash prize drawing.
“Several of the merchants will have 
fun activities, prize giveaways and/
or coupons to thank you for visiting,” 
said CMA member Kathleen Sch-
reiber with Cheney Federal Credit 
Union. She added, “Remember to 
take a Selfie when you submit your 
entry and post it to the CMA Face-
book page or have the Cheney Free 
Press take your picture for you.”
The three winners of the cash prize 
drawing will be notified by December 
10th. Dr. Scott Borgholthaus with Vi-
sion Haus, Brian and Debbie Anderson 
with Holiday Inn Express, and Doug 
Nixon with Nixon Agency are spon-
soring the cash prizes. The Cheney 
Free press and The Easterner are the 
advertising sponsors of this event.
